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BLAIS C.J. 

[1] Despite the able submissions of counsel for the Appellant, we have not been persuaded that 

Justice Zinn erred in his interpretation of the word “espionage” in subsection 34(1) of the 

Immigration and Refugee Protection Act, S.C. 2001, c. 27. On the contrary, we agree with his 

decision, substantially for the reasons he gave. 
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[2] The certified question is: 

Is a person inadmissible to Canada for “engaging in an act of espionage … against a 
democratic government, institution or process” within the meaning of subsection section 
34(1)(a) of the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act, if the person’s activities consist of 
intelligence gathering activities that are legal in the country where they take place, do not 
violate international law and where there is no evidence of hostile intent against the persons 
who are being observed? 

 

[3] We would answer yes to this question. 

 

[4] Counsel conceded that, given that answer, there is no basis for appellate intervention.  

 

[5] The appeal will be dismissed. 

  

“Pierre Blais” 
Chief Justice 
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